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[bookmark: _GoBack]I happened to attend the Ocala Theatres' production of ''The Woman in Black'' last month in Ocala, Florida. This was among the thousands of productions I have seen at this theatre. Like my past experiences, I found the directing production—acting quality to be at an extremely professional level. Personally, I would recommend the play to any person who finds horror and mystery fascinating. The play's plot revolves around Kipps Arthur, a middle-aged lawyer who hires professional actors and leases out an abandoned theatre to re-enact the spooky events that took place during his previous job. Mr Arthur was given a chance to handle Mrs Drablow's estate, who had recently kicked the bucket and who dwelt in a secluded home surrounded by marsh. Mrs Drablow's vengeful spirit begins to torment Mr Arthur while he lives in her house, and through a turn of plot twists, it comes to light that Mrs Drablows' curse is not one that can be broken easily. The script uses the creative technique of a play-within-a-play to assume the role of Kipps Arthur, While Kipps plays all the other characters' roles. The script is an actual gothic horror that is worthy of the new movie adaptation featuring Radcliffe Daniel.

A local actor named Chip Morris assumed Kipps Arthur's role; however, due to the scripts' creativity, his character plays the role of other characters in the play. Chips' performance was one of a kind. He artfully bounced from one role to another, switching characterization as fast as he switched dialect. Mr Chip had the ability to handle a British dialect and several dialects showing certain regions across the UK. For the play's concept to work, Mr Chip had to truly conceive everyone watching that he actually was traumatized and tormented by Mrs Drablow's spirit. Again Mr Chip did not disappoint, assuming the role of a truly broken man looking for any available chance to get rid of himself of the many horrors he underwent at Drablows' Manor.

Hickey J. Alan assumed ''the actor's" role, but again, due to the scripts' structure of a play-within-a-play, he also played Arthur Kipp's Part.  Compared to Mr Morris's performance, he was not as impressive, but he had the ability to keep up. Mr Hickey when assuming ''The Actor's'' role used grand gestures that fit absolutely well within the Victorian period's acting style. When he switched to Kipps Arthur's' part, there was a visible change of characterization. While he played only two roles compared to Morris, who assumed eight roles, he handled them properly and deserved credit for his amazing efforts. Vocally, the actor Hickey had to use a British accent though there was a bit of vocal change when switching from the Actor's role to Kipps Arthur. A more pronounced distinction vocally would have aided establish clearly whose role he was playing, which brought some confusion from time to time.

The production set was quite simple but very effective. The set’s design was a simple stage with ancient crates, torn draperies, dusty furniture, and boxes. The scenic design was composed of anything you would expect to see if you came across an abandoned theatre. The actors were dressed in Victorian garments, and they switched roles using coats, hats, and tiny items. Through employing lighting effects, simple tricks, music, and simple sets, those who watched were deeply immersed in the horrifying world of Kipps Arthur. The dim lighting and dark colours brought the production elements together with magnificent effects. The black woman's appearance was startling as she wore a black and long dress, and her face was covered with dark make-up.

In my honest opinion, the play's production was excellent. The theatre is widely known for putting on a production of high standards using talented amateurs in the society. This production did not disappoint as it achieved similar professional quality Ocala Civic Theatre is known for. Although the actors were amateurs, they showed talent possessed by professional performers. ''The woman in black'' made for a spooky and intense night of entertainment that many would remember not only as excellent but a fine and an awesome community theatre.
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